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Abstract
This article presents the results of a survey comparing the living condi-
tions of the aging in Buraku ghettos in Osaka-city, Japan with the living
conditions of seniors living in other areas of Osaka-city. Burakumin are a
minority of three million persons who live, for the most part, in some six
thousand ghettos in Japan. Elderly Burakumin suffer a double discrimina-
tion, for their minority status and for their advanced years. Our survey
examines their situation from the standpoints of: (I) the demographic
characteristics of respondents and of their households, (2) respondents'
health status and provisions for medical care, (3) their employment status
and income, and (4) their proximity to their children and social activity.
Major findings of this study show that the aging of Buraku ghettos live
in conditions of deprivation and segregation relative to other Osaka-eity
seniors. Our results suggest a genuine need on the part of governments
* This article was originally written for American people, and a part of this
article was presented at the Journal of Minority Aging (Vol. 10 No.1,
1985).
-57-
providing social services to establish more affirmative programs for the aging
of Buraku ghettos.
Introduction
I first felt my "minority" status' shortly after I started first grade
at a public elementary school. One day, a friend asked me to visit
at his house after school. When we got there, I overheard his mother
telling him he shouldn't have brought me home with him. I didn't
understand then why I wasn't welcome, but I remember to this day
how hurt I felt. (Yoshino and Murakoshi, 1977).
This is only a brief excerpt from Sueo Murakoshi's confessions in The
Invisible Visible Minority: Japan's Burakumin. The book was written in
English with Robert Yoshino, who as a Japanese-American is an "outsider".
Murakoshi himself is an "insider", one of the Burakumin, Japan's people
of the ghettos.
Murakoshi was born in a Buraku ghetto. Growing up, he experienced
the same discrimination all Burakumin feel. That discrimination is severe,
and Burakumin are Japan's largest minority. Yet, although Burakumin are
three-million strong and segregated into 6,000 ghettos, this segment of
Japan's population is little understood in the United States.
There are two primary reasons the plight of Burakumin remains unnoticed
in the United States, and the first is the more telling. Burakumin share the
same racial, cultural, and national roots as their fellow non-Burakumin Japa-
nese. Burakumin do not differ physically from other Japanese. The minority
is not readily recognized as such by persons not native to Japan. This is
the most marked distinction between the social discrimination leveled at
Burakumin in Japan and that directed toward blacks, Native Americans,
Asians, and Hispanics in the United States. Minority status is accorded
these American groups by race; we can identify them at a glance.
The second reason Americans know little of Burakumin is that few scholar-
ly works on this Japanese minority are written in English and available
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in the United States. To date, only three such sources are available: "A
Inquiry Concerning the Origin, Development, and Present Situation of Eta
in Relation to the History of Japan" (Ninomiya, 1933), Japan's Invisible
Race: Caste in Culture and Personality (DeVos and Wagatsuma, 1966), and
Japan: Culture, Education, and Change in Two Communities (Brameld,
1968).
Several historicians attempt to explain the origin of Burakumin. It has
been surmised from historical records that they were the vanquished of
the civil wars who belonged to the warrior class, the bottom of the social
hierarchy or others. Historically, Burakumin emerged as a distinct popula-
tion through occupational specialization during the Tokugawa era (1603-
1868 A.D.). Social discrimination against them was most severe during the
latter part of that era.
The Meiji Government, newly organized in 1868, issued the Edict of
Emancipation in August, 1871. This edict abolish'ed the title of the Buraku-
min's inferior status and decreed that the occupational and social standing
of all Japanese, as a common people, be granted a common respect. This
legality, predictably, could not eradicate the deeply embedded prejudices
of either the Japanese citizenry or the government officials. Discrimination
continued unabated.
Following the end of World War II, in November 1946, the New Constitu-
tion of Japan took effect. Article 14 of that constitution proclaims all
citizens· equal under the law in political, economic, and social relationships
and prohibits discrimination against any citizen based on race, creed, sex,
social status, or family origins. Since 1946, however, Burakumin's constitu-
tional freedoms have been systematically violated. The range of occupations
open to this group of people is small. They cannot marry as they choose.
They can neither choose nor change their residence without restriction.
Their right to receive an education is limited. Buraku ghettoes are located
on marginal land-along riverbanks, marshes or slopes-regarded as unfit for
-59-
habitation, and Burakumin are confined to these ghettos.
The older people of the ghettos have suffered the most discrimination.
They lived the greater part of their lives before even the putative protection
of the New Constitution. And now they bear a double onus as both Buraku-
min and old.
Objective
Despite the identifiable and doubly difficult plight of the aging in Buraku
ghettos, no study by scholar or government documents their living condi-
tions. Policy-makers do not know accurately the needs of older Burakumin,
and social programs have been carried out on this minority's behalf at central,
prefectural, and city levels without data.
The purpose of this article is, first, to present the living conditions of
the aging residents of Buraku ghettos in comparison with the living condi-
tions of aging Japanese living in other areas. The Burakumin data derive
from a survey we conducted in 1980 and 1981-probably the first research
effort to examine how that segment of Japan's aged population lives. Second,
this article will describe the social discrimination directed against older
Burakumin.
We assume here that social discrimination has two aspects. One aspect
comprises quantifiable conditions: inferior residential location, restricted
and specified choice of occupation, limited educational opportunity, low
income, high incidence of receipt of public assistance. The other aspect
is psychological, that dimension of the prejudice against Burakumin which
is latently formed in the Japanese people's consciousness. We can find
this aspect of discrimination in such findings as refusals of friendship or
breaches of promise on account of prejudice against Burakumin. The two
aspects of discrimination are closely intertwined and together reproduce
the circle of aged persons'suffering in the ghettos. This survey results address
the former aspect clearly.
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Method
This study analyzes original data generated by a two-stage survey. The
first stage of the survey focused on Buraku ghettos in the city of Osaka.
We selected three of Osaka's 12 ghettos, to include a range of geographic,
socio-economic, and historic characteristics. Trained interviewers orally
administered a questionnaire to persons aged 60 or older living in the three
survey ghettos in 1980. Five hundred twenty-eight usable questionnaires
were completed, representing 90 percent of the 60-or-older target popula-
tion.
The second stage of the survey gathered information on a control group
of 60-or-older citizens living in other areas of Osaka-city in 1981. The sampl-
ing incorporated a sampling ratio and a compact two-stage area sampling tech-
nique using voter registration records. Four hundred eighteen of the 600
eligible subjects in the control sample completed the same interview question-
naire used in the first stage of the survey for a response rate of 70 percent.
The two stages of the survey involved some difference in intervie\\' data,
sampling method, and response rate; hence, we would encounter some diffi-
culty if we were to compare the results of the two stages directly. However,
as we used the same questionnaire throughout the survey, all of the data are
useful in bringing the living conditions of the seniors in Buraku ghettos into
relief. We must bear in mind throughout our analysis that the entire survey
pertains to residents of Osaka-eity, a city with a relatively large number of
ghettos, and that this article focuses especially on the urban elderly of Buraku
ghettos.
Findings
The survey instrument explored four major areas: (1) demographic charac-
teristics of the respondents and of their households, (2) respondents' health
status and provisions for medical care, (3) their employment status and in-
come and (4) their proximity to children and social activity. Table 1
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through 6 present the results of the survey in terms of percentage
for the variables in these four areas.
Demographic Characteristics
Table 1 presents the comparative results of the demographic portion of
the questionnaire, specifically data on respondents' sex, age, education, and
place of birth. Only in terms of the sexual makeup of the two groups-ghetto
residents and those who live elsewhere in Osaka-eity-could we find no differ-
Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Survey Respondents Living in
Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka-eity
Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-eity (%)
Sex
Male 40.2 41.9
Female 59.8 58.1
Total 100.0 100.0
Age
60-64 years 31.7 27.0
65-69 years 29.9 28 8
70-74 years 19.3 19.4
75-79 years 11.6 14.4
80-84 years 5.9 7.2
85 years and older 1.6 3.2
Total 100.0 100.0
Education
No opportunity 21.0 3.3
Elementary school graduate 67.2 60.2
Ju'nior high school graduate 8.3 27.0
High school, college or pro-
fessional school graduate 1.9 8.3
No response 1.6 1.2
Total 100.0 100.0
Place of Birth
Same ghetto or same
neighborhood 27.7 8.4
Osaka 17.8 20.6
Outside of Osaka 53.7 70.5
No response 0.8 0.5
Total 100.0 100.0
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dence at all between our study populations. There is little difference in
the age distribution of the two groups, although the percentage of
"old~ldn (75 years and over) persons is lower in the ghettos than in
other areas. Popular wisdom has it that the life expectancy of Buraku-
min is shorter than that of the general population due to the severe
working conditions, low income, and poor environment they experi-
enced from their youth. Our data, of course, are too few to prove or
refute this notion, but our figures do lend credence to the idea of
Burakumin's lifespan being shorter than that of other Japanese.
There is marked difference in the levels of education attained by the two
groups. One of every five seniors in the Buraku ghettos had not had the
opportunity to attend even elementary school, despite the fact that when
they were children education through the fourth grade was compulsory. Not
surprisingly, only one of 10 old Burakumin had completed more than the
compulsory level of education, whereas 35 percent of the elderly living else-
where in Osaka-city had attended school through or beyond the seventh
grade. Our documentation of ghetto seniors' meager education testifies to
,the prejudice these Burakumin experienced in all phases of their early life,
including being barred from school by social discrimination.
Twenty-eight percent of the older people living in the three Osaka-city
ghettos studied were born in the same ghetto in which they now live, com-
pared with 8 percent of the control group who were born in the same neigh-
borhood in which they now live. Urban Burakumin tend to reside all their
lives in the ghetto of their birth. Their potential for social migration is limited
by the borders of the ghetto in which they are closed. Our results give a pic-
ture of social freedom which may well be brigher than its representative for
Burakumin in Japan as a whole. Other research shows rates of immigration
of no-Burakumin into Buraku ghettos (via marriage, for instance, or because
housing is less expensive)-although quite small-are higher in the city than
in the country (The Prime Minister's Office, 1973). Rural Burakumin are
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still more rigidly segregated in their ghettos than our survey respon-
dents.
Table 2 gives the demographic profiles of survey respondents' house-
holds. The data regarding number of persons per household indicate
aged in ghettos live in smaller family groups than aged elsewhere
in Osaka. Indeed, one-quarter of Buraku seniors live along, compared
with 14 percent of seniors live in smaller family groups than aged
elsewhere in Osaka-city. Eighty-two percent of ghetto survey respon-
Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of the Household Survey of
Respondents Living in Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka-city
Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-city (%)
Persons per Household
1 25.5 13.9
2 34.4 31.8
3 14.4 18.9
4 9.5 9.1
5 or more 16.0 25.6
No response 0.2 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0
Generations per Household
1 46.6 41.0
2 35.7 28.0
3 or more 17.7 30.3
No response 0.0 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0
Household Employment Patterns
No one employed 34.7 21.8
One senior employed 17.0 15.3
One younger person
employed 21.3 19.1
Two or more persons
employed, including
a senior 15.4 29.9
Two or more persons
employed, not including
a senior 11.6 13.2
No response 0.0 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0
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dents reported living with only their nuclear family households of one or two
of more generations-compared with 30 percent of respondents elsewhere in
Osaka-eity. Although the generally smaller family size of aged Burakumin is
not, of itself, a direct indicator of the degree of discrimination they en-
dure, we will see in Table 3 that their family- size reflects the inadequacy of
the housing available to them.
Table 2 presents also the number of persons per household who hold a job.
One-third of senior Burakumin's households do not include a worker; 22 per-
cent of other seniors' households include no worker. This lower incidence of
employment in the ghetto households does not simply parallel the smaller
family size. The difference in ghetto/non-ghetto patterns of employment is
more profound than that; it is a result of the discrimination which works to
defeat Burakumin's-and especially aged Burakumin's-efforts to find jobs.
Ghetto housing has improved in recent years. Historically, older Buraku-
min were crowded into inferior living quarters and used the community well
and cooperative kitchen, bath, 'and toilet facilities. Since 1961, however,
government units have begun to build low-cost public housing in the ghettos
and to upgrade existing housing there. Table 3 details the comparative status
of ghetto and non-ghetto housing for Osaka-eitie's aged as of 1980 and
1981.
In terms of ownership, seniors' housing differs markedly inside and outside
the ghetto. Nearly half of the Burakumin aged live in public housing; only 2
percent of non-Burakumin aged live in such housing. Outside the ghetto, 72
percent of Osaka's seniors own their own homes. Inside, only about a quarter
own their own homes.
The number of rooms per dwelling also differs depending on whether or
not an elderly citizen lives in a ghetto. Over 70. percent of our Buraku
respondents live in housing units of two or three rooms, while only one-
quarter of the non-Buraku respondents lived in units of this size. The
figures are approximately reversed for housing units of four or more rooms;
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Table 3. Ownership, Size, and Amenities of Housing Occupied by Survey
Respondents in Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka-eity
Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-eity (%)
Ownership
Owner, occupied 25.7 71.9
Public rental property 46.2 2.4
Private rental property 22.9 22.4
Other 5.0 2.3
No response 0.2 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Size
1 room 3.8 5.7
2 rooms 31.2 . 10.5
3 rooms 39.8 15.2
4 rooms 12.3 2-3.4
5 or more rooms 12.7 44.3
No response 0.2 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Amenities
Kitchen
Yes 98.8 96.1
No 1.2 2.9
No response 0.0 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Restroom
Yes 96.0 92..8
No 4.0 6.2
No response 0.0 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Bath
Yes 20.6 58.4
No 79.4 40.9
No response 0.0 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0
Telephone
Yes 84.4 91.3
No 14.9 7.7
No response 0.7 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
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Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-city (%)
Television
Yes 96.5 97.1
No 3.5 2.2
No response 0.0 0.7
Total 100.0 100..0
Refrigerator
Yes 96.0 96.8
No 4.0 2.2
No response 0.0 1.0
Total 100.. 0 100.0
one-quarter of the Buraku elderly sampled occupy these more spacious
quaters, compared with 68 percent of the elderly in the control sample.
To the great extent, the likelihood of ghetto seniors' making their homes in
two-to-three-room dwellings stems from the fact that the standard public
housing unit in the ghetto is of that size and other older housing units are
small as well.
The size of the housing unit also affects the size of the family unit:
cramped quarters accommodate only small households. The "Generations
per Household" and "Persons per Household" figures in Table 2, together
with the "Size" of housing unit figures in Table 3, suggest that Osaka-city
elderly live with extended families in larger households when space allows.
The space constraints of ghetto housing prevent the elderly who reside there
from building households in this preferred pattern.
The improvements in ghetto housing which, without question, have been
made since 1961, have included improvements in kitchen, and toilet facilities.
In the past, such amenities were not incorporated in the individual housing
units; facilities were shared by the community and were unsanitary.
The "Amenities" figures in Table 3 show very similar, very high propor-
tions of the households in both stages of our survey enjoy a family kitchen
and family restroom. Ghetto housing is now comparable to other Osaka-city
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housing in this regard. With respect to bathing facilities, ghetto housing is
not comparable. In Buraku ghettos, only one of every five older persons lives
in a household with bathing facilities. Fifty-eight percent of other Osaka-eity
seniors may bathe at home. While these data indicate tremendous develop-
ment of ghetto bathing facilities over the last two decades, they indicate
also an inferiority of ghetto housing. Public housing units in Buraku ghettos
do not include bathing facilities. Almost all other Burakumin must use
community baths. Taking into consideration that, by and large, older
people's physical capacities decline with age, the need to walk to bath leads,
with age, to diminishing opportunity to bathe.
Differences between the proportions of households with telephone, televi-
sion, and refrigerator in our study populations are slight. Nearly all house-
holds have a television and a refrigerator. Eighty-four percent of the Buraku
households enjoy the added amenity of a telephone, versus 91 percent of the
non-Buraku households.
Health Status and Provisions for Medical Care
For the aging, health is a basic and essential issue. A lifetime of poverty
and of dangerous work performed under adverse conditions is apt to make
health a vital issue for the aging Burakumin. Table 4 compares Buraku and
non-Buraku seniors' health status and their provisions for medical care.
Respondents' subjective health status was determined by their own assess-
ments of their personal health. About half of the elderly in Osaka-city ghettos
consider themselves in poor health; 22 percent of other Osaka elderly report
their health as poor. Only 19 percent of the ghetto elderly feel they are in
good health, compared with 40 percent of their non-ghetto agemates.
As a further indicator of t~e health of Osaka's elderly, our intervie.wers
gathered information-from subjects' family members when possible-on
subjects' ability to perform activities· of daily life. Family members' observa-
tions corroborated subjects' personal assessments of health in indicating
elderly Burakumin's health status is inferior to that of elderly outside the
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Table 4. Health Status and Provisions for Medical Care of Survey
Respondents Living in Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka-city
Buraku Ghettos Elsehwere in
(%) Osaka-city (%)
Subjective Health Status
Good health 18.8 40.2
Normal health 32.4 38.3
Poor health 48.6 21.5
No response 0.2 0.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Activities of Daily Life
Able to move freely about
community using
transportation 68.9 78.3
Able to leave home to visit
neighbors 25.8 16.3
Homebound 5.3 5.2
No response 0.0 0.2
Total 100.0 100.0
Medical Treatment during
Past Six Months
Sought treatnlent 81.1 70.5
Did not seek treatment 17.6 28.5
No response 1.3 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Health Insurance
National health insurance 40.0 54.3
Other health insurance 26.1 38.2
No health insurance 29.5 6.7
No response 4.4 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0
ghetto. Fewer ghetto aging, proportionately-69 percent versus 79 percent
of other Osaka-city aging-arc able to move freely about the community, using
transportation. Ninety-five percent of both Buraku seniors and non-Buraku
senirs, however, are well enough at least to visit neighbors.
As might be expected, given the somewhat lesser health of the ghetto
population of our survey, the rate at which ghetto elderly seek medical
attention is greater than the rate at which other Osaka-city elderly seek medi-
cal attention. This information was elicited by questioning respondents as to
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whether or not they had sought medical treatment during the six months
prior to our interview. Eighty-one percent of the aged residing within the
ghettos had sought treatment during that half-year period, compared with 71
percent of the aged residing in other areas of Osaka-eity.
Buraku seniors' health insurance is less adequate than that of other Osaka-
city seniors. It is, in fact, insufficient. Thirty percent of our ghetto respon-
dents have no health insurance as such; only 7 percent of our non-ghetto
respondents find themselves in similar straits. Almost all persons who have
no formal health insurance do, however, by virtue of their receipt of public
assistance, have the minimal protection afforded by medicaid-type coverage.
Overall, while older Burakumin have greater need for health insurance, they
are less able to secure dependable, broad-spectrum insurance to meet their
medical costs.
Employment Status and Income
A separation from regular employment and an attendent decrease in
income are normal experiences with advancing age. For the aging in Buraku
ghettos, these experiences come earlier and more abruptly than for the aged
population of Osaka-eity at large. Limited opportunity to secure employ-
ment, coupled with ill health, leads Burakumin toward forced early retirement
from the work force. Early retirement leads in turn to concern over one's
economic base and income, and may well affect one's social status and mental
health. The survey results reported in Table 5 outline the employment status
a.nd income of survey respondents living in Buraku ghettos and in other areas
of Osaka-eity.
From the standpoint of employment status, Buraku seniors work less
than other seniors. Seventy percent of the Buraku respondents indicated
they are not employed, versus 62 percent of the control group respondents.
Burakumin's limited job opportunity and education explain some of this
difference between survey populations, but most of the variance may be
attributed to health. Over 76 percent of unemployed Buraku seniors cite
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Table 5. Employment Status and Income of Survey Respondents Living in
Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka-city
Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-city (%)
Employment Status
Employed 29.0 36.4
Not employed 70.2 62.2
No response 0.8 1.4
Total 100.0 100.0
Personal Income (per month)
Less than 49,999 yen* 42.9 32.9
50,000~99,999yen 22.3 18.7
100,000-149,999 yen 12.3 8.6
More than 150,000 yen 5.8 19.0
No response 16.7 20.8
Total 100.0 100.0
Household Income (per month)
Less than 49,999 yen* 19.4 4~5
50,000-99,999 yen 19.4 10.3
100,000-199,999 yen 26.5 14.8
More than 200,000 yen 15.1 28.5
No response 19.6 41.9
Total
Public Assistance
Receive assistance 19.4 3.6
Do not receive assistance 77.5 95.2
No response 3.1 1.2
Total 100.0 100.0
* Approximately 160 yen equal one U.S. dollar.
inability to work due to health problems as their main reason for leaving
the work force. In contrast, 47 percent of Osaka-cities' other unemployed
seniors cite health factors as the primary barrier to work.
Personal income figures for Buraku survey respondents bear out the
assumption that their lesser participation in the work force is associated
with depressed incomes. Forty-three percent of ghetto elderly, as opposed
to 33 percent of other elderly, earn less than 49,999 yen (approximately
$312 in U.S. funds) per month. Only 6 percent of the ghetto respondents,
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versus 19 percent of other respone:lents, had monthly incomes greater than
150,000 yen (about $938 U.S.). On the average, older Burakumin receive
63)564 yen ($ 397) per month and non-Burakumin receive 153,07° yen
($957). Mean personal income of the aging in Osaka-city ghettos is under
half that of other Osaka-eity seniors.
A 42 percent "no response" rate to interviewers' queries regarding house-
hold income in the stage of our survey dealing with non-ghetto elderly
hampers comparisons of household incomes of Burakumin and control group
samples. Even so, our data are sufficient to suggest major differences in
the household incomes of our two populations. Nearly 40 percent of ghetto
elderly are part of households living on 99,999 yen ($625) or less per month,
while 15 percent of other Osaka-eity seniors' households live on incomes
this low. Seniors living in households with monthly incomes of more than
200,000 yen ($1,250) comprises 15 percent of the Burakumin sample and
nearly 30 percent of the Non-Burakumin sample. Mean household income
for elderly is 125,240 yen ($783) per month inside the ghetto, and almost
three times that amount, 332,330 yen ($2,077) outside.
Not surprisingly, considering the higher rate of unemployment among
aging Burakumin and their lower personal and household incomes, the pro-
proportion of other Osaka-city seniors receiving assistance. Public monies aid
19 percent of aged ghetto Burakumin, as opposed to 4 percent of other aged
respondents.
aged respondents.
Proximity to Childen and Social Activity
Table 6 illustrated the comparative proximity of the elderly in our samples
to their children and the proportions of elderly respondents engaging in two
social activities. The "Proximity to Children" figures in this table document
a specific aspect of older persons' households suggested by the "Persons per
Household" and "Generations per Household" figures in Table 2. In the
earlier table we noted higher percentages of single-person households and
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nuclear families in Buraku ghettos. In Table 6 we see that the rate of elderly
Burakumin sharing housing with their children is lower than the rate for
other Osaka-city elderly. The rate of seniors with their children is 51 percent
in the ghettos, compared to 57 percent elsewhere.
Table 6. Proximity to Children and Social Activity of Survey Respondents
Living in Buraku Ghettos and Elsewhere in Osaka
Buraku Ghettos Elsewhere in
(%) Osaka-city (%)
Proximity to Children
Same household 50.6 57.4
Separate household 39.4 31.6
No children 9.8 10.0
No response 0.2 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Use of Senior Center
Use daily 17.6 5.0
Use occasionally 14.4 4.5
Never use 68.0 89.5
No response 0.0 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
Use of Subway or Bus
Use almost every day 7.2 8.9
Use 1 to 3 days per week 17.8 19.7
Use 1 to 3 days per month 25.2 33.7
Never use 49.4 36.7
No response 0.4 1.0
Total 100.0 100.0
On the other hand, as members of younger generations are apt to remain
in the ghetto where they were born, elderly Burakumin and their children,
even in separate households, are often very close to one another. Of the aging
who live apart from their children, 46. percent of those in ghettos live within
10 minutes of one or more children and '45 percent are in contact with their
children every day. Of the other Osaka-city seniors whose children live in
separate households, only 30 percent enjoy this degree of spatial proximity to
those households and 36 percent maintain this degree of contact with them.
"Apart" is not as far apart for ghetto aged and their children. Indeed, we
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may regard about half of the Buraku elderly who are separated from their
children as almost sharing households with them.
Our survey instruments used as indicators of respondents' social activity
their visits to senior centers and travel via public transportation. A senior
center was located within the confines of each of the three ghettos and in
each of the other Osaka-city neighborhoods in our study. Burakumin respon-
dents made proportionately greater use of their senior centers than respon-
dents in other areas, and less use of metropolitan bus and subway systems.
We may guess from these results that older Burakumin are active within the
ghettos but do not regularly venture forth into greater Osaka.
Summary and Conclusions.
This study explored and compared the living conditions of Osaka-city
seniors residing inside and outside Buraku ghettos. Differences between the
ghetto and non-ghetto populations manifested themselves in nearly all the
data our interviewers gathered. Our findings reveal that the effects of dis-
crimination pervade almost every aspect of ghetto life.
The quantifiabale effects of discrimination against Burakumin may be
summarized in terms of deprivation and segregation. Deprivation takes the
form of less education, smaller living quarters, poorer health, inadequate
health insurance, a higher rate of unemployment, lower personal income,
and lower household income. Segregation keeps Burakumin in the ghetto.
Most remain within the ghetto of their birth and, even if they become active
members of the ghetto community, they remain non-participants in the
greater urban community.
To tackle the plight of Burakumin, government must be the driving force
behind social programs for Buraku seniors. Regrettably, a Long-range Plan
for Buraku Ghettos developed by the central government in 1977 is not yet
taken into consideration in social service programs provided for older Buraku-
min.
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Such programs are entrusted to local government units, and the degree to
which services are provided at all varies from place to place (Shirasawa,
1981). Two factors account for this variance. The first is whether or not
the citizens' rights group in the ghetto is active. The second is the affluence,
or lack thereof, of the governmental unit responsible for providing services.
Certainly each local government should follow through in providing the
services it promises to ameliorate living conditions of the aging in the ghetto.
However, now that the central government has assumed primary -responsi-
bility for the social issues of Burak ghettos, there is genuine need for central
attention to establishing and to subsidizing more affirmative services for the
aging of Buraku ghettos.
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